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REPORT OF THE CIVTL oIRZIIUTICS BOLRD
on the
Investigation of an neccideont Involvang Aircraft
During a Cross~Country Business Flight

Ain accidenl wvhich coccurred =pproxaimately one-quartsr mile north of
Seneca, Nebraska, about 9:00 p.m. on October 26, 1943, resulted in scraous
injuries to the palot, Dr. lLainvalls Frsnklin Velentine, and minor injuries
1o his passsenger, Reinholdt John Pinneker., Valentine held a praivate pilot
certificate and was rated to fly single-—engine land planes of firon 0-80 h.p,
He had flown approximately 217 sclo hours, all 1in the type «ireraft in-
volvid., Pimneker held o pravate pirlot certificate with a single-enginc lond,
0-80 h.p. rating, and had flown approxamtely 217 sclo hours. The aircralt,
2 Taylorcraft BL12=£5, NG 30442, omed ny Velentine, 1as oxtensively comagsd

"hile in Omeha, Dr. Valsnlins reccived 2 messoge to roturn to Norta
Platte, Nebraska, to perform on emergency oporedicn. He sscurad proper clear
ance for & cross-country flight Lo Nortw Platte ana, accompanied by pinncker,
took off from the Omzha Munxcipnl firport ot approxanmately 5:30 p.m. lcalher
condilions werc suitable for contact ilight at the tame of departurc, but
about one hour later, ground hrz. ane smoke roauced visaibality considerably.
The flight wms contimued end wnen 1% beceme apparent that ne was olf course
and lost, the pilot circled the town of Seneca, Nebraska, 63 miles ncrth of
his intrnoed destination, an an attorpt to make a landing, 1f possible. Thile
circling the town at an extremzly los altitude the airgraft struck the side of
a hill on the north bank of o river wrich, beceusc of darknoss, had not peen
s=~en by exther the pilot or his passcnger.

Investigataien disclosed that Velentine snd Pirncker had had very little,
1f any, cross-country night flying expcricncc and that tne aircraft carried
no radio receiver or instrument {lying equipmcnt.

While the pirlot!s inexperzonce rosulled i1n his beconing lost on a night
flight during restricted visibality, the cause of the sccidenl vas collidsion
with an unobserved obstructicn during er ctiempied cmerrincy landing.
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